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SPECJHCAnON 
Plate or tray 

5 Thfe invention relates to pJates ortraya 

A common problem at buffata, parses, berbecues 
andthenkeJathatofeatlnganddrinldngwhfJst 
standing since onefrequently finds oneself with a 
plate of food in one hand and a drink In the other and 

10 noconvenientsurfaceonwhlchtopleceefthersothat 
one IS left withouta firee hand with which to eat 

Thepresentlnvention haa as Its objectto provfde a 
pJate ortray which will alleviate this problem and 
whlch^aTOrdingtoaprefen^dembodimer^ 

SSik^hT^^ 

The present invention provides a plate or tray ^ 
substantfaHy in thofbrm of an artfsf a poletta^ com- 
pnsing: 

20 (a) anedgeportfonprovldingaflngergrip/ 

(b) a thumb receh^g aperture so spaoedfrom ^ - - , ,„„ ,y iian8»*» on 

MldedgeportionthatvirfientheplstBortrBylshBldbv 

rnserdngthethumbofoneHandthipughsBld «c "^^*^^5^i®P'^<=ed«>n a horizontal surface the 

appertursfrombeneathaDdgrippfngsafdedge ""^™^«!?^^eNat« ortray wW 

25 POrtfonwIlhthofingefBtheplatBortrBywIlibe 

8UDDortBdnnthof#«M>.p^ ^"^^"^o^Btof hoffoodontheplsteortray The 

dopending flange4i8 locally reneved at 2a In the 



metal, wood w-even a suitabie paper or caniboard 
matena). 

65 The Invention will be more particularly described 
Sifch^-™"**^** tt»eaceompanylnfl drawings. In 

Rgurel teatopperspectiveviBwofaplateortrBV 

„ ^'^"""8 to the present lnventlon,and 

70 RSure2lsanundernBatti08r8pectlvev?awofthe 
plate ortray of Rgurs 1 . 

Refsrrlngtothedrawinositwnibesaenthatthe 
■ P'^L»'*™y"»«"'«»n«te»ylritheformofanaTtist'8 
w ff*^"l'^?"**8«»portion2provfdingaflnger 
75 OrtpandathumbreoelvIngapartureSsospacedfhKn 
*eedgeportlon2thot when the plate ortniyils held 
oyinsertingthethumbofonehandthroughthe 
aportureafrom beneath so thatthethumb points 

tDwardstheedaaportionaandgrippinfltheedge 
80 portlon2wtththeflngerBthBploteortray1wlllbe 
supported on thef orearm of the user. 

f*^l^T°^^^'' ^•'•«**Pan«l«n9flange4arDund 
the periphery thereof which such that when the 



supportedontheforearm, . _ ^ ^ — 

(0 adependrngflangearoundtheperipheryofthe ?fP™*?8fl"'Hie4toloc8llyrenevBdat2alnt^^ 

plateortraysuchthatwhentheptoteortraylsplaoed i'^gf^^^^!^t'^T^^^^^^snPl>^"Baf 
onahorbomaleurfiBcetheundersldeofthepIateor ^'^SoPf^Z-.The depending Uange 4 is also 



on 8 horiamtal surface the underside of the plate or 
30 traywrllbespaoedabovecaidsurfece.and 

(d) Bald depending flange being locally relieved In 
the region of said edge portion tofscintste the 
gripping of the edge portion with the fingers. 
;.!™*S;^'^^P°"'°''of*»'edepondingflaiigeoppo- 
35 srtesaMedgeportlonislocallyrellevedtorBoeiyethe 
forearm of a user, so providing aomelalersi support 
forthe plate ortray when in use. 

AccordIngtoapreferredembodlment,Bslotex. 
tenoslnwardlyfromperipheryoftheptoteortrByand 
40 temnrnatesfnarecesBlntheuppersurfeceoftheplate 
ortray, whereby a stemmed wineglass can be 
supported by Insertingthostem ofthewlneglass in 
said slot and locating the bowl ofthe glass In the 
i» Seldslotmay open adjacentsaidedge portion 

45 MJftatthewrfnaglaaswillbesupportedonapartofthe 
^ataortraytiirthestfrom the userw^en the plate or 
ttayissupportadonthefbreamdasafbresald.so 
fcdiitating the insertion and removal of a wine glass 
nrto and from said slot 
50 Theplateortraymayhaveatleastoneslot 

extending inwardly from the periphery thereof andter 
atteastoneapertureth6reln,safdBtleastone8lot - 
andtor said at least one aperture servingforthe 

rejMptionofa napkin orservletteandtoranftam of 
55 cutlery. 

Theplateortraymsyhavecompartroentsor 
recesses in the upper surfacethoreoffbrieceiving 
rood andAor oondimerita.. 

■"'ep'«Bortr8ym8ybe"fermed.e.g.,mouIdedfrom 

itlebuttdlanestyrene. Altemativelythe plate ortray 
could beformed from othersuhable material suchas 



■ it •""'-■»p=""'nanBngB'HSaisi 

lowlly relieved as Shown atSoppositetheedoe 

supportedontheforearm asefbresald. 
.^Asloteextendeinwardlyoftheplateortrayl from 
2!tfi^,L^^*?°'*'*^*""*^*'*«<*9*P«'««"»2.the 
8tot6termlnatnglnarecess7inthe upper surtteseSof 
theplatoortrHy1.Theslot6andreca887eervefbrthe 
inn !!!?^°?'*'''*®fl'"««*»«temofwhIch 
100 «n belnserted intothesloteandthebowlofwhich 
can be received In the recessT.Atteastonefkirtherstot 
9may«dendlnwardlyfromtheperiphefyofthoplate 

«'«wvfeaeoran 
i« ,'^«5'-"'^«»«»»«''norB8pertures<not 
105 shown)maybepravidedintheplatoortoBy1f6rth8 
reception of itemsof cutlery or other items. 

TheupparsurfBceoftheplateortrayl fsfbmied 
wim GompBftmsnts or recesses lOforfood. eondi- 
iin ?!!^!^^^*^'^^''^°f^'»'^PBTtmmb,oi 
!!'??f"^"'»'«»**'="**'8helghtoftheflango460 
lhatthe underside ofthe bottomsof the compart- 

menteorreeesseslOwlllbespacodaboveany 
horizontal surfeceon which the plate ortray 1 Is 
placed. 

115 Theplat8ortr8y1l8prefBrablyfbrmed.eA 

moiilded,from8suitoblesyntheticplB8tica material 

could bsformadlrom other suttabla matertolaif 

desired. 

. J?'*"'*"?l*P™'^«'''y«rtBndsboyhdownwardly 

of uBoand the sWasofthe recesses lOlndinedas 
shown sothattheplsteortrByl nsteckablewlth Hke 
platasortiays 1. 
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HH^f leo on tneforearm, ' 
plateortnjy.wha^K^^"**'*"W>e""«'^ofthe 

P^<?i'SfmL7aS^3'r''°«"y«'e«*f«^ 
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